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As we jump into this series on what it means to be a disciple it’s appropriate that we talk about devotion and love on Mother’s Day. In many ways we don’t have a better example on this side of heaven of the kind of devotion we’re talking about than our mothers.

Don’t get me wrong, there are plenty of devoted fathers out there as well. There are also mothers who are not good examples of devotion to their children. But by and large, when you think of people who are the most devoted to other people, mothers top the list.

As I was preparing for today’s sermon I told Beth I needed a good illustration of a devoted mother to start things off. She said, “I have the perfect illustration for you. Just talk about your wife. You’re welcome!” I married her because she’s humble.

She really did say that as a joke, but you know, she was right. As I watch how Beth takes care of our kids and how she takes care of me, I see an incredible example of devotion and love.

I like to think of myself as a good father, and hopefully I won’t screw up my kids too badly. This weekend at the Men’s retreat was all about how we can be better fathers. But between Beth and I, I don’t think there’s any comparison. If one of the kids makes a noise or coughs in the middle of the night, she’s instantly awake and knows what’s going on.

There are literally freight trains a hundred yards from our house, and I don’t wake up for that. I can’t tell you how many times Beth has been up in the middle of the night with sick kids or kids who had a scary dream and I won’t remember a thing. Meanwhile, she’s been up all night and is still up to care for the kids first thing in the morning.

Beth is not great with numbers, or directions, or dates, but she can tell you every time the kids were sick, exactly what was wrong, what medicine they took, and what day it happened. If I take the kids to the doctor, I have to have her write all of that down for me.

When the kids have had problems with their friends or other kids at school, Beth is one of the most patient people I have ever seen. She can sit and talk about kid drama for as long as it takes to help our kids get through it. Let’s just say I wasn’t blessed with that particular brand of patience.

I am blessed to have a wife who is a devoted and loving mother. I was also blessed to grow up with a devoted and loving mother myself. I know I seem laid back and well behaved now, my wife might disagree with that, but that was not me as a kid. Let’s put it this way, when Beth went to my home church for the first time, the lady who taught my Sunday School class as a kid described me as a little hellion. If I had a kid like me, I’m not sure both of us would survive. I am who I am today because of the patience, love, and devotion of my mom. I got to see the love and grace of Jesus on display so many times in the way she treated me. Through her example I learned what it meant to truly love and care for someone else. So, Mom, thanks for your patience, your love, and your devotion.

Mothers are self-sacrificing. Some mom’s give up their careers to take care of their kids at home. Some work two or three jobs at a time to make sure their kids have what they need. Mothers sacrifice all the time for the well-being of their children. They give up so much to be able to take care of their kids, whether that’s a career, the things they want to do for themselves, or even something as simple, yet important, as sleep. 

The devotion and love that mothers show to their children is what sets them apart. It’s what makes them special and makes their children feel like they are safe and loved with their mom. It’s what makes their kids feel like they can talk about what’s going on, what’s upsetting them, the difficulties they are dealing with. They know mom will always be there for them and will deal with them with patience and love.

As disciples of Jesus, our devotion and love for him should set us apart as well. People should be able to see that we are different from the world around us because we are devoted to Jesus above everything else. That love is meant to overflow into the lives of the people around us as well.

Jesus said in: John 13:34–35 ESV — 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

At the beginning of his book Mere Christianity, CS Lewis laments that when we use a word however we want to use it rather than how it was intended to be used, we ruin the usefulness of that word. Lewis uses the example of the word gentleman. It originally meant someone who had a coat of arms and owned landed property.

Once people began to use the word gentleman to talk about behavior instead of their status as a landowner, the word ‘gentleman’ lost some of its usefulness. Now you could never tell if someone meant the man was a landowner, or he was well behaved and polite. It’s kind of like a joke, if you have to explain it, it loses a lot of its humor. When you have to explain what you mean by using a certain word every time, you have lost the usefulness of that word.

My point is this: our world has done the same thing with the word love. The Greek language has three words that we translate as love in English: agape, phileo, and eros. Many of you have heard us talk about those before. Each one of those words defines a very specific kind of love.

The problem is our world today has taken the word love and twisted it to mean whatever they feel like at the moment. We use the same word to talk about our relationships with God and our family, our favorite sports teams, our hobbies, and even our affinity for tacos or pizza. Obviously, we don’t feel the same way about tacos as we do about our spouses. At least I hope not.

Our culture has taken the true concept of love and turned it into a moment by moment feeling. We fall in love and out of love, and it’s something that’s totally out of our control. If you fall out of love with your spouse and get divorced, then you just hope that next time your love lasts a little longer. The whole reason divorce rates are so high in our culture today is because people have that kind of idea about love. 

That’s not what love is supposed to be at all. That’s not what it means to truly love someone. That’s not what it means to be devoted to someone. Think about the love a mother has for her kids. Mothers who love their kids and are devoted to them love them no matter what. Are there times they don’t feel like being very loving? Sure there are. Are there times when you ask yourself what you were thinking having kids? Probably. Are there times when it’s really tempting to get the duct tape out? Maybe don’t answer that one out loud.

I think we all know that being a mother is not a very fun job all the time. Loving your kids as a mother means you make the choice to love your children no matter what. True love is not a feeling, it is a decision that we make to keep loving one another. That’s why our wedding vows sound the way they do. In good times and bad, in sickness and in health, for richer or poorer. It’s not about how we feel at any given moment, it’s about making a choice to continue to love.

The same thing is true of our love and devotion to Jesus as his disciples. There are going to be days when you don’t feel like following after him. There are going to be times when you feel like joining your coworkers in their coarse joking and gossip. There are going to be times you don’t feel like being very forgiving. There are going to be times you don’t want to stand up and do the right thing when you have a chance to cheat to get ahead. 

There are going to be days you would rather stay in bed than come to church. There are going to be days or weeks where you don’t want to read Scripture or spend time in prayer. There are going to be times when you don’t want to let Jesus be Lord of your life, because you want to be in control. Being a disciple of Jesus and being devoted to him means that even when you don’t feel like following Jesus, you make the choice to do it anyway. Because true love is not a feeling, it’s a choice that you make day by day, maybe even hour by hour, to continue to love Jesus. Loving Jesus as his disciple means choosing to love him and be devoted to him no matter how we feel at the moment.

Loving Jesus and being devoted to him also means that we do what he told us to do. Jesus said in John 14:15 ESV — 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. This is not a coercion or a compulsion. If we truly love Jesus, we will want to do what he commanded us to do. Discipleship is becoming more and more like Jesus the closer you get to him. As we do that, he changes our hearts so that our desires and our actions become more like his all the time.

If you were with us last week, you heard Rod quote Francis Chan when he said, “The most destructive heresy in the church today is when we say that you can be a Christian and not be a disciple of Jesus Christ.” There’s a disconnect there. Not making the choice to love Jesus on a daily basis leads to a disconnect between saying we’re a disciple and acting like one.

This is something else that mothers do really well. They don’t just tell their kids they love them, they show them by what they do. You can see a mother’s love for her kids by what she does for them. If a mother told her kids she loved them all the time, but didn’t bother to feed them, clothe them, or give them anything else they needed, you would probably call CPS and report her for neglect.

DC Talk has an old song called Luv is a Verb. If you can picture a nerdy white kid with zero sense of rhythm trying to rap along with DC Talk, you have a pretty good picture of me in Junior High. Scary, I know. Their point is that love is not just a feeling, it’s not just something you tell someone to make them feel better. Just saying that you love someone doesn’t mean anything. True love is shown when you make the choice to love, and then you act on it. 

That’s true of mothers and children, that’s true of husbands and wives, and that’s true of our relationship with Jesus. Loving Jesus means actually doing what shows love for him. It’s easy to give lip service to our faith and then not do anything about it. Brennan Manning said it well, “The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians, who acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.”

We can talk about our love for Jesus all day long, but ultimately if our lives don’t reflect that we actually love him, that we are actually devoted to him, then we’ve proven ourselves to be liars. Disciples who are devoted to Jesus show it in the way they live.

So what does that kind of devotion look like? To get an idea of this, I want to take a look at what it looked like for Jesus’ disciples to follow after him and be devoted to him.

Matthew 4:18–20 ESV — 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

You may have heard or read those verses many times, but it seems like our focus is always on the mission Jesus had for his disciples, to make them fishers of men, and what that means. Today I want to shift our focus to what these guys gave up in order to follow Jesus. They made some serious sacrifices in order to follow him and it’s important we don’t miss that. It says a lot about how devoted they were to Jesus.

Peter and Andrew were fishermen hard at work in the sea of Galilee. If you’ve ever seen the TV show Deadliest Catch, then you know a little about what these guys did for a living. They worked day in and day out on the water trying to support their family, except they did it before the advent of engines to power their boats or winches to haul in their catch. 

Jesus came up to them in the middle of casting their net into the sea, told them to follow him, and they left everything behind to follow him. Take a moment to think about that. We don’t know if Jesus was known to them or not at this point but think of all they left behind. They left their livelihood behind. They left their families behind. They left their homes behind.

They even left their fishing equipment behind. Matthew makes it seem like they may not have even brought their nets back into their boat before they left. Matthew uses the word εύθέως (eutheos) here to describe how quickly they left their nets behind. εύθέως (eutheos) is a word that means immediately or at once.

To get an idea of just how immediately it was, this is the same word Matthew uses when he talks about Jesus immediately reaching out his hand to rescue Peter when he was sinking below the waves when he walked on water toward Jesus. I don’t think Jesus took his time when he did that. Matthew goes on in:

Matthew 4:21–22 ESV — 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

So again, the same thing happens. James and John were on the lake that day, too, but they were not alone. They were with their father Zebedee. Being a fisherman, like most trades in the ancient world, was a family affair. Sons would work with their fathers from young age to learn the family business and learn to one day take over when their father was no longer able to work. These two brothers not only left their work, their livelihood, and their homes, but they left their father on the lakeshore to continue mending the nets on his own. 

These guys, especially Peter, James, and John, became Jesus’ inner circle of disciples. They were the ones that saw him transfigured, they went further with him into the Garden of Gethsemane than anyone else. That all started with this initial act of devotion: leaving behind everything they had previously known so they could follow after Jesus.

Obviously, these guys couldn’t continue to be fishermen and also follow Jesus as his disciples. If they had chosen to continue what they were doing they couldn’t be disciples of Jesus. Each one of us will have choices just like that in our lives. You can either continue in your current path that will lead you away from Jesus, or you can leave it behind and become his disciple. That could be relationships that will pull you away from Jesus. It could be habits you’ve formed that keep you from getting close to him. It’s definitely true of sinful behaviors that separate us from God.


Jesus doesn’t necessarily call us away form our work, our family, or our homes, but he does call us away from the things that will hinder us from being his disciples. We have the same choice to make as Peter, Andrew, James, and John. How we respond to that call speaks volumes about our devotion to and love for Jesus.

When Jesus called these men to follow after him they knew exactly what he meant for them to do. Rod talked last week about how there’s really no definition of a disciple in Scripture because the idea of a disciple/rabbi relationship was built into their culture. Everyone knew what a disciple was and what they did.

Young men in Israel would go to school from age 5 to 13 where they would study the Torah almost exclusively. That’s the first five books of our Bibles today. When they were done, many of them had large portions memorized, if not the whole thing. 

When they turned 13, the would either go to work with their fathers, just like Peter, Andrew, James, and John had done, or they would go learn a trade from another craftsman. If the teachers had an especially gifted student, they would begin attending the bet midrash or ‘house of study’ when they were about 15 to further their education even more. We would call those rabbinical schools today. These students of the rabbi were called his disciples.

They spent almost all their time and energy in learning from the rabbi how to be more like him. They learned his teachings, they learned his views on the issues of the day, and they eventually learned to teach like their rabbi did. The goal was for the rabbi to duplicate himself so that his teachings and interpretations of Scripture would live on in his disciples.

Just like we see with Jesus and his disciples, a rabbi could teach far more effectively by showing his disciples how to live rather than just lecturing in a classroom. I read an example of this recently that talked about how Jesus did this. When he talked with the Samaritan woman by the well he made a much stronger statement to his disciples about racial and sexual discrimination in his culture than he ever could have by lecturing them about the injustices in their society. So, they didn’t just teach in a classroom setting. Rabbis and disciples lived life together so the disciples could see the rabbi’s teachings in action.

Disciples in Jesus’ time were meant to do the same three things Rod talked about last week. They were supposed to grow in the knowledge and likeness of their rabbi. They were to train and learn and work toward that growth. And they were expected to maintain that growth as well. All of that was much easier said than done, which we know by the simple fact that so few of those rabbinical students actually became rabbis themselves.

The task of a disciple was a simple concept, yet it was incredibly difficult to do. How much more so when you’re talking about emulating the Son of God instead of a human rabbi. But the idea remains the same. Jesus is our rabbi, and we are his disciples. Our job is to learn from Jesus how to be more like him. That requires growth, training, and learning in order to be able to grow and maintaining that growth over a lifetime.

One of my favorite images of this is one that I know I’ve mentioned before, but it describes so well what the disciples were trying to do. The Mishnah is a collection of rabbinical teachings, and in it we find the sentiment, “May you be covered in the dust of your rabbi.”

The idea was that a disciple would walk so closely behind their rabbi that they would be covered in the dust that was kicked up from their feet as they walked. My real life example comes from my son Hunter. Last year when we had our church camping trip at Potato Creek the kids were riding their bikes probably 75% of the time we were there. Of course, Hunter, being my son, steered right for the biggest mud puddle he could find. Then he found out that he could straddle the mud puddle with his training wheels, peddle as fast as his legs would go, and spray a plume of muddy water about six feet into the air. If Hunter were the rabbi, I think his disciples would be more than just dusty.

The idea for a disciple was to be covered not in a plume of muddy water, but the dust kicked up off the feet of their rabbi. In order for that to happen, you would have to be right in step with the one you were following. You would have to watch their every move so you would know when they were turning to the right or the left, so you would know when they were about to stop. You have to keep your focus intently on that person.

The same thing is true of our relationship with Jesus as well. We ought to be focused so intently on Jesus, so devoted to him, that we stay right in step with his every move. Jesus’ disciples did that. They lived with him, ate with him, and traveled with him for three years while they learned from him how to be more like him. Imagine how much they learned from Jesus spending nearly every moment of three years with him.

I think a lot of times we sit back and marvel that the disciples got to spend three whole years with Jesus. Three whole years of sitting at his feet, learning from him, living with him. And we think if we got that chance to spend one on one time with Jesus we’d be better disciples, too. What we miss is that most of us have a lot longer than three years to spend with Jesus.

I was baptized in 1996 when I was 9 years old. I haven’t had three years with Jesus, I’ve had 23 years with Jesus. The difference between me and the disciples that only had three years with Jesus is how devoted we are. They devoted their entire lives to following after Jesus and becoming his disciples. I have wasted a lot of time in those 23 years that I could have been getting closer to Jesus, I could have been fully devoted to him, but I devoted a lot of time to other things instead.

We ought to stand out in our world because of our love for Jesus. The question is, do we? Do we look any different than the rest of the world other than taking an hour or two out to come to church on Sunday? We should. Do we stand out because of the way we live? We should. Do we stand out because of the way we treat other people? We should. But most of all, we should stand out because of the love we have for Jesus and the way that love overflows into the lives of the people around us. Are we devoted to Jesus the way we should be? Do we love Jesus the way he deserves to be loved?

The disciples loved Jesus so much and were so devoted to him that they committed their entire lives to following after him. Almost all of the Apostles died because of their commitment and devotion to Jesus. Jesus was so devoted to us and loved us so much that he died a brutal death on the cross so that we could have a relationship with him. So we could spend eternity with him.

My question for you today, is what are you devoted to? Are you devoted to your job? Are you devoted to your family? Are you devoted to your hobbies? None of those are bad things, but if you want to be a disciple of Jesus, you should be devoted, above all else, to knowing and loving Jesus Christ.









